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Abstract 

Community-based accountability interventions have shown potential to improve delivery 
of public services, but there is limited evidence on the effectiveness of such 
interventions when implemented at scale by developing country governments. We study 
the effectiveness of social accountability interventions implemented by the Indian state 
government of Uttar Pradesh aimed at improving delivery of primary health and nutrition 
services to children and pregnant women. Using a village level randomized trial design, 
we investigate two key mechanisms through which accountability interventions are 
hypothesized to improve healthcare delivery and health outcomes: information provision 
about health service entitlements and facilitation of collective action for community 
monitoring. We find large improvements in immunization rates, treatment of childhood 
diarrhea, and institutional delivery rates, modest improvements in child nutritional 
outcomes, and no effects on child mortality. Overall, the effects of information combined 
with facilitation are larger and statistically significant more often than that of providing 
information alone. We also find evidence of gender disparities with most of the average 
effects being driven by improvements among boys, with little to no effect of 
accountability interventions among girls. 
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Abstract:  
 
Innovation policy involves trading off monopoly output and pricing today in exchange for 
incentives for firms to develop new products. While existing research demonstrates that 



expected profits fuel R&D investments, little is known about the novelty of funded 
projects. We expand this literature by examining the scientific novelty of pharmaceutical 
R&D following the creation of Medicare Part D. We find little evidence that the implied 
positive demand shock prompted firms to undertake scientifically novel R&D, as 
measured by whether scientific approaches had been used before. However, some 
evidence suggests that firms invested in products involving novel combinations of 
scientific approaches.  
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Abstract 

During a pandemic, an individual’s choices can determine outcomes not only for the 
individual but also for the entire community. Beliefs, constraints and preferences may 
shape behavior. This paper documents demographic differences in behaviors, beliefs, 
constraints and risk preferences across gender, income and political affiliation lines 
during the new coronavirus disease (COVID- 19) pandemic. Our main analyses are 
based on data from an original nationally representative survey covering 5,500 adult 
respondents in the U.S. We find substantial gaps in behaviors and beliefs across 
gender, income and partisanship lines; in constraints across income levels; and in risk 
tolerance among men and women. Based on location data from a large sample of 
smart- phones, we also document significant differences in mobility across 
demographics, which are consistent with our findings based on the survey data. 

 
 
 
 


